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B&NES Avonsafe Autumn Child Safety Campaign
Poisoning Prevention
It’s that time again, when we start to spend more time indoors as the cooler weather draws in.  It is also time, when we need to think about all those things around the home,that could harm young children.
Accidental poisoning or suspected poisoning is a common reason for young children to be admitted into hospital.  In B&NES, it the second highest reason for an admission into hospital for under 4’s -  falls are the highest.
Facts
Children from the poorest families are three times more likely to be admitted to hospital due to accidental poisoning.
Medicines are by far the most common cause of admissions for poisoning, with everyday painkillers the frequent culprit.
How can poisoning be prevented?
From as early as 6 months, babies start putting things in their mouths as they explore their environment.  Toddlers are particularly vulnerable to accidental poisoning from medicines and cleaning products, which can look very bright and enticing.  
As they get older, they also find it easier to get into child-resistant packaging – some 3-4 year olds can open child safety tops in seconds. So while ‘child-resistant’ packaging is helpful because it slows children down, it is certainly not ‘child-proof’.
That’s why it’s crucial for parents to stay one step ahead, by keeping dangerous things out of reach of their inquisitive, exploring children.
Many products, like everyday painkillers or the newer liquid detergent capsules, may be overlooked by parents and carers, as a danger.  They could be easily accessible in a handbag lying on the floor or in a convenient place near the washing machine.    PTO>
The small round batteries in many electronic devices and e cigarette capsules, and liquids are a growing concern, as they can cause serious damage to a young child, if ingested.  As these products become more available around the home, it is important to be aware of these dangers. 
What can you do?
Simple measures can reduce the risk to young children, particularly inquisitive toddlers.
Store medicines, cleaning products, e cigarettes and e liquids out of reach and sight of young children, and fit safety catches to cupboards or drawers where you store harmful products.  
	Keep medicines, cleaning products, e cigarette capsules stored safely away in a room that is used frequently – for example, the kitchen,  – and keeping sheds and garages locked.
	Watch children handling electronic devices in case they dismantle and gain access to batteries.
	Looking out for products that contain a bittering agent such as Bitrex, to deter accidental swallowing of household chemicals.
We hope you will share these safety messages with parents, carers, grandparents, friends and neighbours in your community.   Let’s try together to improve child safety and reduce those admissions to hospital.  
Posters and articles are enclosed for display and don’t forget to use the child safety resources available from Sirona Healthy Lifestyle Resources Contact glenn.totham@sirona-cic.org.uk  
Good luck with the campaign
Wendy Harris
Health Development Officer - Unintentional Injury, 
Public Protection & Health Improvement Service, Bath & North East Somerset Council
wendy_harris@bathnes.gov.uk     01225 396459 (admin)
Please note my usual working days are Monday – Thursday
www.bathnes.gov.uk
www.twitter.com/bathnes
Bath & North East Somerset -  the place to live, work and visit`

