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This booklet gives a brief introduction to the curriculum that we follow at pre-school - the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).  Your child will continue to learn within the EYFS through the Reception year at school.
The EYFS is based around a child initiated and play based approach.  The idea is that children learn best when they make choices about what they’d like to be doing, and when they are enjoying themselves.  There are four themes in the EYFS.

A Unique Child: This theme is about how children develop: they are all different, but should be treated equally.  Positive relationships and good communication are vital.  Children need to learn about risks and safety, how to make good choices, and how to stick to boundaries.  They do best when all their needs are met.  This is what we aim to do at pre-school.

Positive Relationships: This theme is about children learning to manage their feelings and build friendships.  We respect all kinds of families and aim to develop a positive two-way relationship you.  We support, listen to and work with the children to help them learn.  A Key Worker looks after each child at pre-school (please ask if you’re not sure who this is).
Enabling Environments: This theme is about how we plan for and check on each child’s progress.  We work as a team, involving parents and the local community.  We ensure that inside and outside spaces at the setting are safe, interesting and engaging.  We support the children in their move to school.
Learning and Development: This theme is about how children learn – through play and exploration, with adult support for each individual.  We will encourage the children to develop their imaginations, to get actively involved in learning and to make decisions.  We will also develop their creative and critical thinking, balancing the need for both children and adults to decide what learning should take place.

Areas of Learning and Development
The EYFS is divided up into six ‘areas of learning’.  The six areas are:

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development: This covers areas such as building confidence, concentration, independence and respect.

· Communication, Language and Literacy: These goals include developing speaking and listening, and beginning to read and write.

· Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy: This includes number work, mathematical ideas and thinking.

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World: This area is about children investigating and thinking about their place in the world.

· Physical Development: These goals are about developing physical skills and understanding.

· Creative Development: This area is to do with building your child’s imagination.

Welfare

As well as helping your children to learn, we are also responsible for their welfare.  We will look after your children properly and help them stay healthy.  We will make sure the setting is a safe and positive place for your children to spend time in.

Records

While your child is with us, we will record some of the things they do.  We take photos and make notes to show how your child is developing.  These are gathered into a booklet (a ‘profile’) which is passed on to your child’s teacher when your child moves into a Reception class.

Supporting the EYFS at home

The best ways to support us at home are to:

· Spend lots of time talking with your child.

· Use positive praise to help your child behave well.
· Read plenty of books together.
· Encourage your child to take part in lots of activities – digging in the garden, visiting interesting places, taking part in sports.

· Encourage your child to develop independent skills, such as getting dressed. 
· Play games together – your time is the most valuable thing you can give to your child (we appreciate how hard it is!). 

· Let us know if your child does something new/interesting.

· Let us know if you have any problems or worries about your child, or if you need our help.

You can also help us by filling out the ‘WOW’ sheets and letting us know the kind of things your child has been doing at home.  These sheets can then be added into your child’s profile, to give a wider picture of how he or she is developing.  Please ask if you need more of these sheets to fill out.

When you choose a reading book for your child, you might also like to add some comments on the Reading Record sheet.  For instance, you could let us know something your child said about the book.

We aim to encourage you as parents to participate with pre-school.  If you’d like to help in any way we’d love to know.  For instance, you might like to join in with a session as a parent helper, help with fund raising, or join the committee.
Thank you for your continued support.

The Pre-School Team
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